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   Hannes Swoboda

Dear readers, citizens and friends,

Europe is in danger. Recession has 
become the status quo in many 
European countries and austerity 
is undermining the European social 
model. The foundations the EU has 
successfully built on for more than 50 
years – democracy, the rule of law and 
freedom of movement – are threatened 
in more and more European countries.  

This is not acceptable. We cannot let our 
continent divide into fragments or into 
a poor south and a richer north, and we 
cannot give up on the European values 
we fought so hard for after the Second 
World War.

It’s time to act and to show that an 
alternative, more socially just Europe 
is possible. And to demonstrate why 
Europe’s role is important and why 
Europe is worth fighting for. There is 
an alternative! 

With the ‘Relaunching Europe’ 
initiative, we want to start a debate and 
get your views on how to get Europe 
back on track and get out of the crisis. 
It’s about gathering young people, 
politicians, academics, citizens and 
experts to talk about the Europe we 
need and you want. 

We are travelling all around Europe 
to start a dialogue and listen to you. 
We want to talk to citizens from 
across society, to young and old, 
politically active, just interested or 
even disillusioned, and to those whose 
experiences of Europe are positive or 
negative. Together we will come up 
with a roadmap for a better future for 
all of us.

You can find out more about our 
initiative and follow our progress on 
our Relaunching Europe website and 
Facebook pages. Have your say and join 
us in our search for a better Europe at 
www.relaunchingeurope.eu and  
www.facebook.com/RelaunchingEurope 

I look forward to meeting you and 
sharing ideas with you for a new 
Europe.

Hannes Swoboda

from

S&D Group President
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   Relaunching
Relaunching Europe - Our 
alternative vision for the future is 
an initiative by the Socialists and 
Democrats Group in the European 
Parliament. 

In a series of events across the 
European Union, leading politicians 
will meet with citizens, academics and 
representatives of cultural and social 
organisations to discuss the future we 
want for Europe. 

In discussions that go beyond the 
immediate day-to-day concerns of 
Europe, we want to build an inspiring 
alternative vision for the future of 
Europe and its citizens. 

Each event focuses on a specific 
theme in order to explore the 
arguments and build – step by step, 
debate by debate – our alternative 
vision for the future. 
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OUR INITIATIVE:

             We want to 
build an inspiring 
alternative vision for 
the future of Europe 
and its citizens.

Europe

“ “ 

The European Parliament has 
been chosen through direct 
elections since 1979. This means 
that you can choose who speaks 
for you in Europe.

DID YOU

KNOW...

Belgian band Suarez performing live  
Brussels, 3 october 2012

Photo on right: Relaunching Europe - Brussels, 3 October 20124



The Socialists and Democrats in the 
European Parliament strongly believe 
it’s time for a change of direction. The 
European Union is the most remarkable 
achievement of the past century, creating 
an unprecedented period of peace, 
democracy, co-operation and prosperity 
in Europe. 

Yet Europe is now in danger. 
Euroscepticism, nationalism and 
populism are growing. For too many 
people Europe is now synonymous with 
wasted public money and blind austerity 
imposed by obscure technocrats. And 
the crisis has also created dangerous 
divisions between richer and poorer 
countries and regions. In reaction, people 
are too often seduced by destructive 
nationalist and anti-European messages.

But it’s unfair to simply blame Europe 
for the crisis. At EU and national level, 
the right-wing have blocked moves 
to regulate the financial markets, tried 
to make the internal market the sole 
purpose of Europe and undermined 
social justice and solidarity. 

The conservative answer to the crisis is 
cuts in services, cutbacks in investment 
and making ordinary people pay for the 
mess made by greedy bankers. They’re 
pushing our economy into a vicious 
circle of recession and using the crisis 
as an excuse to further dismantle our 
social system. It’s just plain wrong and it 
doesn’t work. The austerity experiment 
has now failed in several countries.

There is an alternative. The Socialists 
and Democrats have plans for a surer 
and faster way out of crisis. Our way will 
restore growth and jobs and reshape 
our economy for a fairer society. We 
have ambitious plans for investment in 
jobs and innovation, better regulation 
to control the markets and solidarity to 
make sure citizens can live decent lives 
and have hope for the future. European 
policy must shift from a narrow, market-
dominated focus to reflect European 
society and citizens’ concerns. We need 
a different balance between economic, 
social and environmental concerns, a 
new sustainable balance between market 
forces and smart regulation.

This is the only fair way out of the crisis 
and the only way for a great idea like 
Europe to survive and flourish in the 
future. 

We believe that the solution is not less 
Europe, but a closer, better Europe. 
We need your help to develop this idea 
and we want to learn from all of you, 
from your life experience and your 
expectations for a better life.  
We need you to relaunch Europe.
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   for a different EUROPE
TIME

S&D Group Bureau Members: 
(standing from left to right) Stephen Hughes MEP, Edit Herczog MEP, Patrizia Toia MEP, Corina Creţu MEP,  
Sylvie Guillaume MEP, Hannes Swoboda - S&D Group President, Enrique Guerrero Salom MEP, Libor Rouček MEP, Bernhard Rapkay MEP
(as well as Véronique de Keyser MEP and Göran Färm MEP, not pictured).

Photo on top: “The European Union is the most remarkable achievement of the past century, creating an unprecedented 
period of peace, democracy, co-operation and propserity in Europe.” European Commissioner for Competition,  
Joaquín Almunia at the Relaunching Europe event in Brussels, October 2012.6



Financial markets and 
interest rates 

Greed, excessive risk-taking, poor 
regulation and distorted incentives 
caused a catastrophe in 2008 and we’re 
still paying the price. Better regulation 
of the financial sector can build a more 
stable financial system, outlaw extreme 
risk-taking, cut speculation and end the 
bonus culture. 

	 We want to see smarter, stricter 
financial regulation and strong 
supervisory authorities to make 
sure the financial sector serves the 
needs of businesses and citizens. 

	 Unfairly high interest rates are 
bankrupting struggling countries 
and keeping Europe in recession. 
Conservative governments have 
failed to act, but with serious 
commitment across Europe we can 
drive interest rates down – through 
Eurobonds and help from the 
European Central Bank – and give 
countries the breathing space they 
need for reforms.

TAXATION

A fair tax system can close the loopholes 
and the tax havens, bringing in billions of 
euros to cut budget deficits and finance 
training and investment, research and 
development.

	 We want a European Financial 
Transaction Tax (a ‘Robin Hood 
tax’) to raise €80-200 billion a year. 

	 Tax evasion costs EU governments 
€1 trillion per year! Closing 
loopholes and fighting tax havens 
can give a huge boost to financial 
and economic recovery, reduce 
inequality and ensure that hard work 
and creativity bring rewards. 

Budgeting for growth

Crash dieting is not the answer! Public 
debt and deficit levels need to be 
properly controlled, but when public 
spending is cut too far and too fast, 
it inflicts massive social damage and 
actually deepens the recession. We want 
a realistic strategy that balances the 
books while letting the economy grow 
and protecting citizens.

	 The European budget (at just 1% 
of overall European GDP) is vital 
to boost public investment, for 
example in growth, jobs, research, 
innovation and infrastructure. We 
want the budget to focus on the 
industries, skills and technologies of 
the future and on creating decent, 
secure jobs and closing the gap 
between rich and poor regions.

	 EU funds invested in the poorest 
regions lead to full order books for 
manufacturers and businesses in 
the richer countries, so all parts 
of Europe benefit. A Europe 
of solidarity, investment and 
sustainable growth is a win-win 
story.

Financial markets are still not regulated enough and it is time that those who helped cause the crisis help fix it – and are held 
responsible. The regulation of financial markets is one of our main priorities to ensure we avoid a similar crisis. 

9

and 
Fixing the banks 

getting out of the crisis
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back to work
For the first time in recent history 
young people can’t look forward 
to a better life than their parents. 
Unemployment and job insecurity are 
rising dramatically, especially among 
the young, and in some countries 
youth unemployment is over 50%. 
Decent jobs and full employment must 
be Europe’s top priority. 

For the Socialists and Democrats, 
it’s obvious that fairness for workers 
goes hand in hand with a stronger 
economy. While the conservatives are 
convinced that protecting workers 
fairly and regulating the labour market 
damages profits and economic 
growth, we believe sensible legislation 
can help build a more inclusive 
society, reduce economic insecurity 
and narrow the gap between rich and 
poor.  

A European ‘growth and 
employment pact’ 
 
We propose a Europe-wide agreement 
on growth and employment to launch 
co-ordinated action in each country 
to boost employment and investment. 
Europe has binding targets on many 
economic issues but still not on 
employment levels. 

Jobs can’t be ordered into existence, 
but investment and incentive 
policies can be put in place to 
create a favourable and socially fair 
environment. 

A European Youth 
Guarantee
 
We want a ‘European Youth 
Guarantee’ promising young people 
a job or further training or education 
if they are still unemployed after 
several months – read more about the 
campaign here:  
www.youth-guarantee.eu  
We can also support school-leavers 
better with voluntary traineeships. 
Public funding for good-quality 
traineeships is a valuable investment 
for the future. 

The power of sustainable 
technologies
 
The Socialists and Democrats are 
convinced sustainable technology means 
jobs and opportunities for Europe. We 
want to see 10 million new green jobs 
created by 2020, based on renewable 
energies, energy efficiency, sustainable 
transport, re-skilling and research and 
development. 
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Getting Europeans

             Unemployment and 
job insecurity are rising 
dramatically, especially 
among the young, and 
in some countries youth 
unemployment is over 
50%. 

“ “ 

In some countries in Europe 1 in 
2 young people can’t find work. 
The talents of a whole generation 
of bright young people are being 
wasted.

DID YOU

KNOW...

Photo on right: S&D Group Youth Conference – Brussels, 6-7 June 201210



The Socialists and Democrats stand 
for a new and ambitious European 
industrial policy. A revitalised industrial 
sector will provide millions of high-
quality jobs and boost the economy. 
Europe’s future economy cannot be 
based solely on services and a few 
high-technology niche activities. We will 
take the lead in championing key high-
employment industrial sectors where 
Europe can still be competitive. 

We need a pro-active policy to renew 
and develop European industry, with 
an ambitious, strategic approach at 
European level and better co-ordination 
between states. We want European 
policy to champion excellence, 
sustainability and innovation.

A Europe of excellence 

The world is changing rapidly and we 
need to adapt to new challenges and 
tough competition. We can’t be the 
lowest-cost producer but we can be the 
best and the Socialists and Democrats 
stand for a Europe of excellence: the 
best-trained workers, cutting-edge 
research, world-class infrastructure 
and public services, the highest 
environmental standards. 

The environmental edge in 
global markets 

Sustainable technologies can give Europe 
a competitive advantage and demand is 
growing. Europe needs shift to carbon-
neutral and renewable energy sources, 
more efficient use and reuse of raw 
materials and research to reduce pollution. 

Financing innovation 

Smaller companies (SMEs) are vital for 
innovation and growth in Europe. They 
are a massive source of employment 
and innovation and too often they have 
been denied access to the finance they 
need. We need to make sure they have 
more public support and that reforms 
in the financial sector ensure real 
entrepreneurship replaces short-term 
profit-seeking. European project-bonds 
are another tool for financing innovation 
and investment in infrastructure. 

Nurturing ideas 

The Socialists and Democrats support 
innovation and we want to do everything 
we can to allow companies to grow and 
build on their ideas. We have pushed 
for rapid action on a European patent 
to support new ideas and European 
entrepreneurs.

RELAUNCHING EUROPE
Our Alternative Vision for the Future
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A new 

Smart, sustainable technology 
can provide jobs. Meeting the 
EU’s energy efficiency targets will 
create 2 million new jobs by 2020.

DID YOU

KNOW...

             The world is 
changing rapidly and 
we need to adapt to new 
challenges and tough 
competition.   

“ “ 
industrial revolution



media freedom and online rights 
Access to information and the internet 
are changing our world and the S&D 
Group believe we should manage this 
change for the benefit of citizens. The 
digital revolution offers opportunities 
for Europe’s jobs and industry, 
but also for an open, creative and 
inclusive society.

Media freedom and diversity 

Citizens’ access to information depends 
on media freedom and diversity. The 
Socialists and Democrats have led 
the fight against those right-wing 
governments which have tried to limit 
freedom of expression. We want 
common European standards and 
policies to guarantee media freedom, 
as well as EU intervention when media 
freedom and pluralism are under threat 
in an EU member state. 

Rights and freedoms online 

The internet should remain a place of 
freedom. We reject attempts to curb 
this freedom through measures like 
forcing internet service providers to 
install systems for filtering electronic 
communications. 

Copyright laws should consider 
competing sets of rights and strike a 
fair balance between rights for citizens 
and industry, access to information 
and culture, and fair rewards for 
creators. While we defend internet 
users’ freedoms, we also support proper 
protection for intellectual property and 
measures to tackle counterfeit goods. 
Copyright rules must also cope with 
rapidly shifting technologies and support 
new economic models. 

Education for innovation and 
digital inclusion 

IT skills and education are a priority for 
the S&D Group. Technology and access 
to information – especially in scientific 
and technological fields – are becoming 
ever more crucial for our decisions as 
workers, voters, citizens, investors and 
consumers. Democracy itself depends 
on citizens’ access to such knowledge. 

In most EU countries there is still 
a digital divide based on income, 
education, gender, age or region. We 
can do better than this and want to see 
improvements in online participation, 
online rights and social inclusion.

RELAUNCHING EUROPE
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The digital revolution: 

There are threats to media free-
dom even in the EU. These can 
take the form of:

	 using public order as an 
excuse to impose censorship

	 allowing monopolies and 
conflicts of interest to develop

	 violating the confidentiality of 
journalists’ sources

	 exerting political control 
through politically biased 
supervision or licensing 
authorities

DID YOU

KNOW...

              The digital 
revolution offers 
opportunities for Europe’s 
jobs and industry, but also 
for an open, democratic, 
creative and inclusive 
society.

“ “ 

Photo on right: S&D Group activities at the Open Days in the European Parliament - Strasbourg, 20 May 201214



fundamental rights 
The S&D Group has fought a fierce 
battle to strengthen European 
democracy and to defend and 
promote the values of human dignity, 
solidarity and security throughout 
Europe. 

A more democratic Europe

	 The S&D Group led the European 
Parliament’s veto of the proposed 
EU-US SWIFT agreement on 
processing passenger data, which 
failed to safeguard citizens’ data 
and civil liberties. Our action led 
to a new agreement with better 
democratic guarantees. 

	 We helped establish the European 
Citizens’ Initiative — an important 
new way for citizens to have a direct 
impact on the democratic process. 
The Citizens’ Initiative gives EU 
citizens the right to set the agenda 
– if they gather 1 million signatures 
they can ask the Commission to 
draft proposals for new laws.  We 
are strongly supporting several 
Citizens’ Initiatives.

Defence of civil liberties

	 The Socialists and Democrats 
played a pivotal role in killing off 
ACTA, the controversial anti-
counterfeiting agreement which 
threatened to sacrifice civil 
liberties to commercial interests. 
International action is needed to 
combat the abuse of intellectual 
property rights, but not at the 
expense of citizens’ freedom. 

	 The Schengen agreement which 
allows citizens to cross borders 
freely is a major achievement 
for Europe and we’ve long been 
fighting to defend it. Some 
conservative governments have 
tried to restrict this freedom and 
renationalise their borders but we 
will continue to oppose this threat to 
one of our key freedoms, freedom of 
movement. 
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A Europe of democracy 

The Citizens’ Initiative allows EU 
citizens to call directly on the 
Commission for legislative action 
on any issue within its powers. 
You just have to collect 1 million 
signatures from across Europe in 
support of your ideas

DID YOU

KNOW...

and 
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Europe is plagued by rising 
extremism and xenophobia. And 
sadly many mainstream conservative 
groups also accept far-right ideas, 
notably attacking the Roma. The 
Socialists and Democrats stand for 
a Europe of tolerance, solidarity and 
inclusion, united in its diversity, and 
we’re proud to defend the European 
Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

We want the European Commission 
to use its powers to protect civil 
liberties and democracy and to take 
firm action against those who ignore 
them. And we want an ambitious 
European approach to ending all forms 
of discrimination, whether based on 
ethnicity, religion, belief, age, gender, 
disability or sexual orientation.

Europe Plus
 
We’re starting the EuropePlus initiative 
because we believe that all citizens 
of Europe, regardless of where they 
or their parents came from, are 
an integral part of our society. It’s 
essential that migrants and their 
children are given opportunities to 
be full members of European society, 
through participation and citizenship. 

We want all citizens in the EU to 
be able to have multiple identities: 
regional, national and European. 

Immigration, asylum and 
integration
 
We want to promote a sustainable 
asylum policy based on human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 
We take a positive approach to 
legal migration and integration but 
we’re also committed to tackling 
the problems that force people to 
leave their homes and migrate or 
seek asylum. 

Social solutions
 
Rejecting racism and intolerance, 
we stand for positive and concrete 
answers to the underlying social 
problems which breed despair and 
radicalisation in some segments of 
our societies. 

Nationalism and 
Euroscepticism
 
Xenophobia offers no solution to 
recession and unemployment. We 
can’t ignore our inter-dependence 
and through common solutions 
and unity we can have a greater 
influence in the world scene.

Strengthening cohesion
 
Europe needs to build social 
cohesion and mutual trust between 
different groups in society. There 
are great examples of programmes 
that work and by learning from 
local activists, NGOs, the business 
community and trade unions we 
can promote the best practices for 
integration and cohesion.

RELAUNCHING EUROPE
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inclusive Europe:
An open 
and 

             We stand for a 
Europe of tolerance, 
solidarity and inclusion, 
united in its diversity and 
we are proud to defend 
the European Charter of 
Fundamental Rights.  

“ “ 
our EuropePlus initiative

Photo on left: S&D Group visit of Roma village - Fântânele, Romania, June 2012



Europe’s positive role in the world
In a rapidly changing world where 
people are more and more dependent 
on each other, we want a foreign 
policy based on the principles of 
solidarity, freedom, justice and 
equality. And working together 
Europe’s voice can make a difference.

Development through trade 

European trade policy can be a tool 
for change. The S&D Group want all 
Europe’s trade agreements to work 
not only for the good of European 
citizens and businesses, but also to 
be a force for good in the countries we 
work with – promoting the fight against 
discrimination and inequality. We are 
committed to these fundamental values 
and constantly insist on including 
binding social, labour and environmental 
rules and standards in all our trade 
agreements. 

Solidarity for all 

Solidarity remains a key concept for 
the S&D Group. We have ensured that 
development issues are kept high on 
the agenda. Ending poverty, reaching 
the Millennium Development Goals and 
making aid and development policies 
more effective remain our political 
priorities.

RELAUNCHING EUROPE
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Managing globalisation

Over 215 million children 
worldwide work as child labourers, 
according to the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO). The 
S&D Group fights for strong rules 
outlawing child labour, for example 
ensuring the International Cocoa 
Agreement banned child workers 
in the chocolate industry.

DID YOU

KNOW...

             Working 
together Europe’s 
voice can make a 
difference.
“ “ 

Véronique de Keyser, Vice-President of the S&D Group at the Arab Spring Conference,
Tunis, 30 March 2012

20 Photo on right: S&D Group President Hannes Swoboda visiting a community project - Mozambique, August 2012



The economic crisis has distracted 
attention from environmental 
challenges and sustainable 
development, but urgent action is 
needed at European and global level. 
Greening our economy is not just 
an end in itself but can help Europe 
out of the crisis – a more sustainable 
economic model will create huge 
opportunities for employment and 
wealth creation. 

It’s also a question of solidarity – 
guaranteeing a decent environment 
for all and supporting the developing 
world, where the worst impacts of 
climate change are already being 
felt. But also solidarity between 
generations, because this planet 
is borrowed from our children, not 
inherited from our parents.

leading on the environment 

The S&D Group are the main driving 
force for environmental legislation in 
the European Parliament, resulting in 
legislation benefiting citizens’ daily 
lives – on energy efficiency, research 
and innovation in clean technologies, 
sustainable transport networks, 

restrictions on hazardous substances, 
limits on CO2 emissions from vehicles 
and many more. 

We believe in the long-term benefits 
of sustainable development and a fair 
balance between social, economic 
and environmental concerns. We reject 
the right-wing approach of sacrificing 
environmental measures to short-term 
corporate interests. 

Greening Europe’s 
agriculture and fisheries 

Agriculture and fisheries have 
immense importance for the 
environment. We want to see radical 
reform of the Common Agricultural 
Policy to promote sustainable, high-
quality foods; long term management of 
natural resources; measures to combat 
climate change; and jobs in rural areas.

On fisheries we need sustainable 
policies to allow fish stocks to recover, 
end overfishing, eliminate discards and 
regionalise fisheries management to 
achieve a healthy marine and freshwater 
environment. 
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sustainable development worldwide
Saving our planet: 

The amount of fish we catch could 
rise by 9 million tons (+10%!) 
if young fish were not caught 
so early and over-fishing was 
reduced, according to the UN’s 
fisheries statistics (FAO).

DID YOU

KNOW...

              We believe in the 
long-term benefits of 
sustainable development 
and a fair balance 
between social, economic 
and environmental 
concerns.

“ “ 



The Group of the Progressive Alliance 
of Socialists and Democrats (the S&D 
Group) is the second largest political 
group in the European Parliament with 
190 members from all 27 EU member 
states and 12 observer members from 
Croatia. 

 

We stand for an inclusive European 
society based on principles of solidarity, 
equality, diversity, freedom and fairness. 

We campaign for social justice, jobs and 
growth, consumer rights, sustainable 
development, financial market reforms 
and human rights to create a stronger 
and more democratic Europe and a 
better future for all citizens.
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   S&D Groupthe
ABOUT

              We stand 
for an inclusive 
European society 
based on principles 
of solidarity, equality, 
diversity, freedom 
and fairness. 

“ “ 

Photo on left: The European Parliament in Brussels



www.twitter.com/TheProgressives

www.facebook.com/RelaunchingEurope

www.youtube.com/socsanddems

www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu

www.relaunchingeurope.eu 

Scan this tag with your smartphone 
and find more about the 

Relaunching Europe initiative. 
Get your FREE tag reader 

at http://gettag.mobi
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