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DEFENCE POLICY

This next European Council will specifically deal with European defence policy.

International attention is gradually shifting to emerging powers in Asia and Latin America. The US is increasingly engaging in the Pacific region. 

Europe - if it does not want to be the "old forgotten continent" - must act as one, united Europe. 


With levels of terrorism soaring in some of our neighbouring countries, we have to be prepared to fight it; as one, united Europe.

Synergies and better  cooperation in the defence sector can be used to respond to demands to cut the national and the European budgets, by making spending more efficient. 


But when, today, we acknowledge the loss of 5,800 jobs at EADS, then we must also point to the lack of commitment of EU member states to the European defence industry and its products.

For improved  cooperation, we need trust. And we need to have a strong voice, strong diplomatic leverage and strong support for the EU, from the inside of the EU. 


And therefore it is important to look to our economic situation and social cohesion.


ECONOMIC SITUATION

In recent days we got marvellous news: The economy expanded much faster than expected in the third quarter.

The estimated annual growth rate had to be revised up from 2.8% to 3.6%.

And the unemployment rate fell from 7.3% to 7.0% - the lowest since November 2008! 
Great news; without a doubt. The only problem is: those are US figures, and not the figures for the EU or the Eurozone. 

Without implying that in the US everything is well, it shows that an alternative course is possible - and necessary. 

The Socialists and Democrats Group presented an Independent Annual Growth Survey last week - which came to the same conclusions. 


Without interfering into the beauty contest between him and Mr. Verhofstadt, I do not understand why Mr. Rehn is not changing the course of Europe. 

In any country I visit that is suffering in the crisis, Mr Rehn's statements spark annoyance and creeping anti-Europeanism. 


More and more people wonder if he evaluates countries and their budgetary proposals according to the objective need for reforms - or according to his party-political orientation and aspirations.


DAMAGE TO EMPLOYMENT AND EUROPEAN IDEA

I regret that Olli Rehn cannot be present today, because I would have liked to know what his comment is on the following: fiscal policy has imposed cumulative losses of output equal to 18 % for Greece and 9% for both Spain and France! This is the conclusion of a Commission expert, by the way. 


How can Mr Rehn live with the fact that with the continuation of these policies, Spain will near the average European unemployment rate only in 2033! ?

How can he live with the social devastation that we see in Greece, in Portugal, confirmed by reputed, politically independent organisations like Caritas?

How can he still support a Troika, which is demanding from Greece to evict citizens when they are unable to pay the loan for their only home? 

And how would he comment on the particularly helpful advice of the Troika to build shelters for these people after they lost their home in a forced auction?


Using the 1.7bn euros that major banks were fined for manipulating financial benchmarks - using that money for the fight against youth unemployment would be a small, first recognition of the real problem in Europe. But to my knowledge, Mr Rehn has made no such commitment. 

Speaking of banks let me add that we need a clear orientation for the Community method. The Council's preference for the intergovernmental method - again now in the framework of the Banking Union - is not acceptable. Contractual agreements between member states and the European Commission are one more step in the wrong direction - and we will not support those.

SOCIAL UNION

To this cold-bloodedness of part of the Commission and the Council we answer with our demand for a Social Union, at the very least social criteria for the European Monetary Union. 

It is now more than fifty years ago, that then German chancellor Willy Brandt - whose centenary we celebrate in the coming days - appealed in a visionary speech to the European Parliament to create a Social Union.

He pleaded for the equality of social rights and economic growth. 

Yet we still struggle with the Council and parts of the Commission to have any progress in this direction.

Instead of establishing a Social Union for all, some member countries want to restrict freedom of movement with fake arguments concerning the abuse of welfare systems.


Instead of designing a common policy to fight poverty everywhere - not least with quick and thorough use of EU budgetary resources - the poor of the countries of immigration are played off against the poor of the countries of emigration.


From social services to the introduction of road tolls, it has become "modern" to speak about foreigners again, when speaking of EU citizens of other member countries.

Instead of creating jobs for all and of reducing the gaps between rich and poor concerning income and wealth, we draw again divisions between nationals and foreigners.

Nationalism triumphs over social concerns these days. 

Member states keep asking for repatriation of EU powers. But they can use their own powers to correct their own legislation to combat fraud - in line with the European legislation - and strengthen the Posting of Workers Directive to prevent social dumping.

We urge the Commission and Council not to mess with the freedom of movement which is benefiting so many citizens and countries. 
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